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A PEEK AT TOMORROW'S TECHNOLOGY

ATRT, says there i already a dif-
ferenca n servica betwean
‘rovidars with their own natwork
(lka ATRT's CallVantage) and.
ofters that don't Text, pictures
and music i traversing the public
Intemet at any given moment,
whil the veics packets worm.
their way through the data, trying

add a mic-all-transfor capabiliy. That means you
don't neo to hang up to run out; jus transfr th
callto you ol phone

‘Another furure development of VaIP may be who
offors it Moonlighting on his own, Andy Freivogal,
an accourt; manager for a multkenant network
provider, racontly helped a Chicago landlord offer
WiFi for sach of 30 unita in ona bullding. The
stup was much assier than expactad, using just

What is VoIP?

Voice over IP allows you
to make local and long
distance telephone calls
using your broadband
Internet connection
instead of a traditional

to1and ona phons i the precise
ordor they wero spoken. "A pri-
it global IPnetuwork controls
the qualiy, security and reiabilty
ofalldata,” bo says. "ATRT gives
‘your voics cll prioity over the
data." Ho lkens the wholo
Icosss to 3 car with an BZ Pass
tag traveling the highway, speed-
ing through bottlonscs. '3 o
mall foat”

WI-FI MEETS VOIP
Holder al30 3063 prices going down and valus
going up. Ons of the new foatures that will
increase tho appeal and value of VoIP are Wi-i
‘phones. Arriving by sarly 2005, the phones use
wirelegs Wi-Fi technology nstead of Ethemat—
sort of ke a cel phone that works n Intermt
hotspots. Dual-mode phonss will be able to switch,
from Wi+ to GS (global system for moble com-
‘munications), enabling moro data applications via
‘networks than today's cell phones.

Kaish says Wi-Fi phones will have theirintial
shortcomings. "Wi-Fi was written for data. It's
always on and drawing power,” he notes. Wirsless
‘handseta wil have batwaan two and thrge hours
of battary lfe—and that needs improvement. Ho
also predicts that new standards will be wiitten
50 handsets don't always havo to stay on.

SERVICES COMING SOON
‘Tha short term fufura will lso see the arrival of VP
911, similar 0 E311 (onhanced 311). A VolP provider
il e abla to pass along more data o emergency.
operators, athough requlations ke HIPAA (the
Hoalth Insurancs Portabilty and Accourtabilty Act)
‘may i e of this tochmolegy.

Also coming scon, ATET wil upgrada its Locate
Ma featura to allow calls o ollow tha approprista
individual family member. That means you won't
racaive *mast ma st tha mall” calls for your
taenage danghter while you're in a cisnt mseting.
‘Thesa calls will go direcly to sour daughter's
‘hone. The carier will start offering fltering o
allow prioity calla to get through, and will also

ons inexpensive ParkerVision, Inc. access point.
A3 tesult, Freivogol says, the building is "totally
‘unhamassed from tha local alco.” From thars, tha
Jandlord can retain tenants by offering W-Fi con-
‘nectivity, and many of the residents have alreay
begun to inquira about and sign up for VoI?. Tha
connaction sliminates the need for cable medems
o1 DS "People are 10 longr relying on ths local
‘phona company or cabla company to do this for
thom," says Frsivogel 'In fve years,incumbent
local exchang carrers that don't have & VoIP
prduct il be running in the rod."

NOT JUST TALK

VoIP is not limited to voics alona. Wa hava saen
videophones popping up in various forms over the
st fow years, but dedicated VoIP really ofrs
the necessary bandwidth and capebilitias to take
the devica o the naxt level—somathing phona-
lines could naver do.

And for you gamers out ther, companiss like EA.
Sports (o makkers of Maddon NFL 2005 and
'NCAA Football 2005) currely allow Playsation 2
‘and Xbox Live users to pay against and spek
with ach othar over th Intermat using VoIP tech-
‘nology. Expect more games to be released for use
with this technology.

Also cxpect pricing packages that will combins
cablo 1V, high-spaod Internt, and broadband
‘phons service all through on vendor on one
‘monthy bill. Eventuslly there will be a conver-
gence—almast a morphing of the three servicas
and tachnologiss. "Mora intagrated services ara
just about a year or two away,” says Bobby
‘Amirshali, spokssparson for Cox Cablo. PI0t pro-
qrams for Tima Warmar Cable'a Trple Play in
Portland, Maina and Cox Cable's Digital Suite in
Roancks, Virginia have certainly shown soms
promising results. And a3 mors cable companies
start offering phona servica and try to becoma
ons-stop shops for voice, data, and TV, look for
‘some of the compatition to heat up, with mor fea-
‘tures and lower pricas.

‘With s0 many offerings coming your way, your
landline phone may actually be headed for the
endangered species st T
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